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POAC CT Head 

Request 

Not POAC funded, 
consider referral to ED 

Discuss with Neurology or Stroke 
specialist (for TIA). Confirm 

timeframe of CT Head (e.g. within 
24 hours) 

History of 
head 

injury? 

Yes No 

Is CT head required within 48 
hours? 

Not POAC funded, submit 
e-Referral, document 

name of endorsing 
clinician 

Endorsed CT Head? 
Manage as per 

recommendation (not 
POAC funded) 

Submit POAC referral using 
code ‘CT Head’ 

Email radiology request form 
‘document request for CT 
Head (non-contrast) with 

name of endorsing clinician 
and POAC case number’ to 

referral@poac.co.nz 

Phone (09) 535 7218 to ensure 
booking can be made within 

required timeframe. 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Be aware that the referring community clinician is responsible for: 

• safety-netting while the patient waits for the CT Head scan appointment, AND 

• following up the CT Head report and taking any appropriate clinical actions. 

 

POAC Coordinator will schedule CT Head 
appointment and inform the patient 

and/or referrer. 

NOTE: If scan is not able to be scheduled 
within the clinically required timeframe, 

admission may be required. 

Exclusions: ACC/Head Injury, Chronic 
Symptoms, Stoke, TIA requiring acute 
assessment (all within last 24 hours 
and many within 7 days), Cognitive 

Impairment 
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